
include that possi-
bility in an evalu-
ation of his motives.
However, given his
track record to date,
it is also important
still to be wary of
his actions and to
question his words.

Whatever his
motivates, there is
no doubt but that he
has skillfully
handled public opin-
ion on a delicate
subject. By introduc-
ing the idea in sim-
plistic, non-confron-
tational terms, and
letting it sift and
filter into the pub-
lic mind, he has man-
aged to split San
Francisco and the
environmental commu-
nity and get the en-
vironmentalists be-
hind him. (He has
even been given a
gold colored monkey
wrench by environmen-
talist David Brower.)
It costs him nothing
to lose San Francisco
politically and he
can take an effective
stab at PG&E, if that
is something he de-
sires.

He has made a
tantalizing sugges-
tion, one which looks
more feasible every
day. It is critical
that nothing be inad-
vertently given away
or compromised with

respect to other
projects in the en-
thusiasm for this
one.

Kerry Zachari-
asen is a first year
student at King Hall.

Hodel's Hetch Hetchy proposal
draws criticism and applause
By Marc Picker
and Boyd Sprain
Copyright 1987,
U.C. Davis Environ-
mental Law Society

Since Interior
Secretary Donald P.
Hodel announced plans
to study restoration
of Hetch Hetchy Val-
ley in Yosemite Na-
tional Park, battle
lines have been drawn
between those who
favor the proposal
and those who oppose
it.

But, the pro-
posal has created
some unexpected alli-
ances.

Hodel announced
his plan in July
1987, joining a
battle begun 70 years
ago by conservation-
ist John Muir. Al-
though environmental
groups have been gen-
erally receptive,
they remain skeptical

about Hodel's mo-
tives.

On the other
side, the liberal
Democrats of San
Francisco have gath-
ered behind the oppo-
sition leadership of
Mayor Dianne Fein-
stein, along with
Republican Sen. Pete
Wilson and Pacific
Gas and Electric -
strange bedfellows
indeed.

Hodel told U.S.
News and World Report
that "with few excep-
tions, the major sce-
nic areas are now
protected. What's
being considered now
are ways to better
use existing par-
kland. Consider the
Hetch Hetchy dam in
California. The deci-
sion to flood that
valley would be un-
thinkable today. Be-
hind my idea to drain
the reservoir is the



need for additional
land in Yosemite to
accommodate some of
the crowds. You could
add a million acres
of mountain land
there and you
wouldn't decrease the
crowding in Yosemite
Valley. It occurred
to me that what you
need is a second
Yosemite Valley.
U.S. News and World
Report, Aug. 31,
1987, Page 51.

San Francisco
politicians have tra-
ditionally led
battles to keep
Northern California' s
water in the north,
protecting that pre-
cious resource from
water-hungry South-
erners. Now, those
same politicians find
themselves protecting
what they term their
"birthright" and
looking decidedly
"pro-development."

In reaction to
Secretary Hodel's
proposal, Mayor Fein-
stein announced her
"unalterable" opposi-
tion. In a August 5,
1987, letter to
Hodel, she stated,
"At a time of dimin-
ishing water supply,
it would seem the
height of folly to
dismantle" the Hetch
Hetchy system which
supplies drinking

water to more than
two million people in
the Bay area.

She called the
system an "irreplace-
able birthright left
by our forefathers."
As well, she an-
nounced in a public
statement dated the
same day that "to
exchange precious
water for campgrounds
seems a very bad
trade-off - particu-
larly if life and
business depend on
that water."

"From so many
standpoints, the idea
of the federal take-
over and destruction
of the Hetch Hetchy
system simply makes
no sense. It's one
administration idea
that truly belongs in
Ollie North's shred-
der, and I'll do all
in my power to fight
it," Feinstein said.

The U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation re-
leased an analysis
entitled Hetch
Hetchy: Water and
Power Replacement
Concepts on November
10, 1987. The report
stated there are suf-
ficient alternative
sources of water for
San Francisco, but
Mayor Feinstein re-
mains opposed.

In an editorial
in the Los Angeles

Times, Feinstein
stated, "The splendor
of the Hetch Hetchy
wilderness remains
wonderfully preserved
- the works of man
only minimally intru-
sive and the valley
open to the public."

Attorneys for
San Francisco City
and County echo the
mayor's feelings,
adding that San Fran-
cisco holds a "com-
pensable interest" in
the system that would
have to be addressed
by any federaliza-
tion, according to
attorney Tom Ber-
liner.

At the time
Hodel announced his
plan, Governor George
Deukmejian expressed
a receptiveness to
the idea. Now, his
office is refusing
all comment on the
proposal.

On the other
hand, U.S. Sen. Alan
Cranston, D-Calif.,
stated the proposal
"sounds like John
Muir's dream come
true." While backing
the Republican Hodel,
Cranston also noted
that any "plan must
fully compensate San
Francisco and provide
equal water quality
and power."

On the other
side of the political



fence, U.S. Sen Pete
Wilson, R-Calif., is
backing Feinstein' s
fight against the
proposal. Wilson' s
field representative
Jack Marshall said
the senator is in
support of
Feinstein's position,
and he hopes Hodel
will take into ac-
count other factors
besides simply re-
building the valley.

After release of
the Bureau of Recla-
mation analysis,
Wilson reiterated his
opposition. Kevin
Elliott, another
Wilson field repre-
sentative, said,
"Sen. Wilson flatly
opposes the
secretary's plan to
tear down Hetch
Hetchy dam. There is
a very substantive
legal issue over wa-
ter rights:

"A) The water
belongs to San Fran-
cisco;

"B) The water
belongs to San Fran-
cisco;

"and C) it's a
bad idea and will
never happen.

Congressman
Robert Matsui, D-
Sacramento, announced
on November 18, 1987,
that he is opposed to
restoring Hetch
Hetchy Valley if the

plan also calls for
diverting American
River water to San
Francisco.

Matsui said the
Bureau of Reclamation
analysis which raises
the American River as
a possible alternate
source of water for
the Bay area would
cheat Sacramentans of
drinking water and
Californians of rec-
reational opportuni-
ties, according to a
Sacramento Bee ar-
ticle on November 19,
1987. Matsui wrote to
Secretary Hodel ask-
ing for withdrawal of
the American River
from the proposal
because "there are
more demands for the
American River than
there is water to
meet those demands."

A Matsui spokes-
man told the Sacra-
mento Bee that the
letter does not mean
that the Sacramento
Democrat is opposed
to restoring the val-
ley. He is only
against doing so at
the expense of the
American River.

Congressman Tony
Coelho, D-Modesto,
whose district in-
cludes Hetch Hetchy,
is not commenting on
the proposal until he
sees more definite
plans from the De-

partment of the Inte-
rior, according to
his aide Chris Chia-
mes.

On the side of
environmental groups,
there is a cautious
optimism about
Hodel's proposal,
along with a healthy
amount of skepticism.

Jim Eaton, ex-
ecutive director of
the California Wil-
derness Coalition
said, "We've always
been in favor of
draining the reser-
voir - going back 10
years when we testi-
fied in favor of that
during the Yosemite
hearings. But, as to
what Hodel's up to,
we're not sure."

Eaton said there
is "a lot of specula-
tion" about Hodel's
motives, including
that "it might be a
way to get Dianne
Feinstein's mind off
of coastal drilling.
It's also nice (for
Hodel) to have the
Democrats in San
Francisco running
around being against
the environment for a
change."

The only problem
Eaton sees with the
plan is the revenue
San Francisco earns
from selling Hetch
Hetchy electricity
and water. Eaton said



water shortage is not
an issue, "the water
is still in the river
and can be pulled
out. But revenue is
what they have to
worry about because
they make a lot of
money there."

The Sierra Club
was formed in the
1890s to continue the
fight to protect
Yosemite Valley. A
creation of John
Muir, the Sierra
Club's worst defeat
is believed to be the
loss of Hetch Hetchy
Valley. Now, the club
is cautiously backing
the proposal to re-
store what Muir re-
ferred to as
"Tuolumne Yosemite"
and others termed
"The Grand Canyon of
the Tuolumne."

In the November/
December 1987 issue
of SIERRA magazine,

the Sierra Club exam-
ined Hodel's proposal
and the possible mo-
tivations behind it.

Carl Pope, the
Sierra Club's deputy
director of conserva-
tion, explained in
the article that the
organization favors
the idea no matter
what its origin. He
noted that although
Hodel may be trying
to split San
Francisco' s tradi-
tional alliance with
the club, that won't
happen because dis-
agreements over Hetch
Hetchy Valley haven't
disrupted that alli-
ance even though the
two have disagreed
over the valley since
1906.

Pope hypothe-
sized that Hodel may
be trying to avoid a
public image akin to
former Secretary of

the Interior James
Watt by proposing the
plan, or that Hetch
Hetchy may simply be
a good place to take
a pro-conservation
stance.

The Sierra Club
echoes others in
stating water availa-
bility should not be
an obstacle for the
plan - the same
amount of water will
still be coming down
the Tuolumne River
and could be har-
nessed in other down-
stream storage fa-
cilities. Pope states
that the Tuolumne has
more excess reservoir
capacity than almost
any other river in
the state.

While San
Francisco' s electri-
cal power generation
is a tougher ques-
tion, Pope asks why
San Francisco should



be able to make a $50
million a year profit
off of a dam in a
national park anyway
- a question conser-
vationists have been
asking since the
Raker Act was passed
by Congress in 1913
allowing San Fran-
cisco to build its
dam and flood the
valley.

Although the
Sierra Club has ques-
tions about the moti-
vations, there is no
doubt it favors the
plan and is happy
public debate has
begun.

In a column pub-
lished in the Decem-
ber 3, 1987, Sacra-
mento Bee, conserva-
tive George Will
termed Hodel's idea
as "expressing almost
heroic indifference
to mere practical-
ity." Will said the
idea, coming at a
time of fiscal dis-
tress in Washington,
D.C., was probably
designed more to
shake up San Fran-
cisco politicians and
environmentalists
than as something
serious.

Will wrote,
"Secretary Donald
Hodel is having Sec-
ond-Term Fun. His
idea for dismantling
a dam and draining

Hetch Hetchy reser-
voir is the sort of
thing 'that can only
be thought in a
president' s second
term, when fatigue
has everyone feeling
a bit flaky and they
don't mind raising
some dust."

Whether meant
seriously or not,
Hodel's idea has
state level politi-
cians thinking - but
often not commenting.

State Sen. Ken
Maddy, R-Fresno
County, is not dis-
cussing the proposal.
His research assis-
tant Jan Carter said
she was still gather-
ing information for
the senator to con-
sider in mid-Novem-
ber.

Assemblyman Bill
Jones, R-Tulare Co.,
is in the process of
working on the pro-
posal. Because Jones'
district covers Hetch
Hetchy Valley, he was
asked by Hodel to
serve on a task force
examining the pro-
posal.

"I don't support
the concept, but I
want to participate
in the process,"
Jones said in an in-
terview on November
10, 1987. "Origi-
nally, people in Sac-
ramento involved in

the North-South water
controversies saw
this as a way to get
San Francisco to the
bargaining table" but
now the proposal is
getting a different
examination at the
state level. Ini-
tially, the proposal
wasn't taken seri-
ously, he said, but
it is now getting
some consideration.

Jones was em-
phatic that Hodel's
plan "should not be
considered a good
idea. When we're
short of water, it
doesn't make sense to
tear down an existing
dam. I don't support
this idea at all."

Although sympa-
thetic to environ-
mental concerns,
Jones said, "I don't
think its critical we
have that valley. I'm
sure Hetch Hetchy
would be a beautiful
valley, but we've
been putting more
property into wilder-
ness already."

The Tulare
County assemblyman
said he "can hardly
believe this proposal
at all, myself. Its a
questionable idea at
best and suffice it
to say I'm opposed to
it."

The California
State Water Resources



Board is refusing to
comment on the pro-
posal, saying it is
not within their ju-
risdiction and they
are referring ques-
tions to the Depart-
ment of Water Re-
sources.

After examining
the Bureau of
Reclamation's draft
report, California
Department of Water
Resources spokesman

Bob Miller said it
Useems to be very

objective and realis-
tic", but qualified
that by stressing
that the bureau did
not make specific
proposals, only sug-
gestions.

Miller said that
while the report is
only a superficial
study, the alterna-
tives suggested ap-
pear to be worthy of

further study though
they may prove to be
unfeasible for envi-
ronmental or economic
reasons. The state
has recently studied
is the possibility of
enlarging Shasta Dam.
The price is esti-
mated at $3 billion
and the dam would not
be feasible as a
source of increased
water or power "until
probably sometime in
the 21st century."


